Debate: Check the session folder in Blackboard for important updates and supplemental material for this assignment. If you are not sure about how to handle an assignment, ask questions before you start to write! All assignments will utilize standard APA styling. Once submitted, there are no assignment resubmissions.
Q1: Can the problem be defined in terms that are clearly understood?
Q2 How certain are you that your proposed solution is an effective solution?
Q3: How certain are you that your proposed solution is a desirable solution? 
ANALYSIS
     Yes		Certain		Certain		Debate


Introduction:
This session we will continue to develop our managerial decision making skills. Unlike in weeks past where we were dealing with some issue of uncertainty within either a problem or the problem’s solution, this session deals with certainty.  There are times as a manager that you will have to deal with an issue from a position of absolute certainty about both the nature of the problem as well as that problem’s solution. 
Managers develop “certainty “over their careers from learning analytical skills, day-to-day experiences and even trial and error.  Remember, being certain does not always mean being correct. However, it does help that in this world; very few problems are simply “one hundred percent right or wrong”.  Two people could be on completely opposite sides of an issue and yet both of them feel certain that they are right.  With very few “absolutes” in the world, it often turns out that both can be right - at least for some part of the issue over which they are disagreeing.  
Getting back to a manager’s role, when a manager is certain, then the only thing he or she needs to do is simply to be prepared to convince others about the correctness his/her position. Of course, that includes being able to deal with potential objections that might arise. We will be using the debate format to help you develop this ability.
Assignment for Debate includes:   
· You have been assigned to group for the debate
· Prepare for Debate
· Write Annotated Bibliography (4 entries, all of which are peer-reviewed articles)
· Post to Blackboard your 3 Strategies for the debate
· Read your opposition’s postings 
· Get ready to defend your stance in class on: TBA
You will be assigned to one of two groups to debate the following question:
State Healthcare Policy 
vs. 
Federal Healthcare Policy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Approximately half of the class will be assigned to present arguments in favor of this question. The other half will assigned to present arguments that it is not true. See the file in the session 10 folder “Which Side Am I On?  
Your assignment requirements:
Part 1:	Your annotated bibliography.
In preparation for the debate, you will submit a bibliography listing your references that you have researched in order to develop your arguments for the debate. Provide at least 4 references, each giving a different supporting argument for your position. For each reference listed on your bibliography write a one paragraph summary of its contents – what it is that you learned from it.  Do not cut and paste the abstract. 
All of your references must be from credible sources – peer reviewed literature, government, educational or non-profit sources. Please note that that FOUR of your references must be from peer reviewed journals. 
Your bibliography will take the following form and deviating from this form will result in a reduced grade:
Your name (please do not forget this)
Reference #1 (in APA style)
	One paragraph summary of this reference’s (ref #1) contents
Reference #2 (in APA style)
	One paragraph summary of this reference’s (ref #2) contents
Reference #3 (in APA style)
	One paragraph summary of this reference’s (ref #3) contents
Use this same format for references numbered 4 through 7.
Part 2:  Blackboard posting.
After completing your bibliography, you are to develop and write 3 arguments that support your position. You will then post onto Blackboard your 3 arguments that you have developed that support your position. Your bibliography will act as your references sources so you do not need to list references within your Blackboard post. 
Each argument that you provide needs to be fully explained.  Do not simply write one sentence “bullet points” – as a minimum, you will need a well structured paragraph to explain each fully (approximately a total of 650 words for your combined arguments ). Post your  four fully developed arguments onto the correct thread in Blackboard.  You do not need to reply to another student’s post from the opposite team because you will be participating in a debate during the next classroom session. 
After posting your work on Blackboard you will be assigned to a smaller debate team of 3-5 students per side. Having posted your arguments onto Blackboard, you can now read the arguments posted by individuals from the opposing team.
Part 3: The debate.
In Blackboard will find a roster for the debate teams. Look to see which team you are assigned to.  Each team will consist of approximately three or four students and will debate an opposing team of approximately the same size. This is now a good time to look at the postings in Blackboard that were posted by your debate opponents. Think of some good counter points to use during your debate.  You never know, I might ask you to reply to a specific point raised by a member of the opposition team.
How do I submit my work?
· Send via Blackboard’s Safe Assign. Your bibliography is due by: 
· Post your fully developed arguments onto the appropriate Blackboard thread. Your posting is due by: 
· You must also submit your arguments to Blackboard’s Safe Assign.
· The debates will be held in the first half of session 12. Check Blackboard Sessions section for the debate teams. If you are absent from class or do not participate in the classroom debates you receive no credit for this assignment.
How will this assignment be graded?
Each part of the assignment is graded separately and appears in the gradebook

